
January 5, 2009 
 
A regular meeting of the Bladen County Board of Commissioners was held on Monday, 
January 5, 2009 at 6:30 pm in the Commissioners Meeting Room of the Bladen County 
Courthouse with the following members present: 
 
Billy Ray Pait, Chairman 
Delilah Blanks, Vice Chairperson 
Lewis Tatum 
W.D. Neill, Jr. 
Larry Smith 
Margaret Lewis-Moore 
Charles Ray Peterson 
Daniel R. Dowless 
David R. Gooden 
 
Attorney:  Allen Johnson, Johnson Law Firm 
 
Chairperson Pait called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Tatum provided the 
Invocation and County Manager Greg Martin led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Chairperson Pait asked that Item 6 be moved ahead of Item 5 and that Item 2A-Well 
Testing be added to the proposed agenda. 
 
Upon a motion by Delilah Blanks, seconded by Larry Smith, the Board approved the 
following consent items: 
 

A. Approve Minutes (December 15, 2008) 
B. Approve Agenda 
C. Approve Budget Amendments 

 
 Increase Decrease 
GIS Mapping/E 911 
Addressing 
Exp:  225300.740 
Capital Outlay 
Rev:  223260.020 
FBA 

 
 

$216,011.58 
 

$216,011.58 

 

Finance  
Exp:  104400.450 
Contracted Services 
Rev:  103190.050 
FBA 

 
$30,680.00 

 
$30,680.00 

 

Emergency Telephone 
Exp:  225300.740 
Capital Outlay 
Rev:  223260.020 
FBA 

 
$44,892.00 

 
$44,892.00 

 

 
D. Approve County Attorney Invoices 

• $475.00 Conference 
• $660.00 Review of Tax Appeal 
• $795.00 Proposed Mobile Home Park 
• $17.00 Recording Deeds 
• $510.00 Review of Financing Agreement 
• $510.00 Review of Tobermory Well Iron Removal System Project 

E. Schedule Public Hearing for Tuesday, January 20, 2009 at 6:30 pm 
Regarding Proposed Grant Agreement with Bladen’s Bloomin’ Agri-
Industrial 
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ITEM 2. MATTERS OF INTEREST TO COMMISSIONERS: 

• Chairman Billy Ray Pait presented a plaque to Retiree WC Inman in 
recognition of 21 years of service to Bladen County 

• Health Director Wayne Stewart discussed well testing in the Kelly 
community.  Mr. Stewart informed the board that well testing for new 
wells is conducted at a cost of $20 or $30.  The Board agreed for the 
Health Department to provide educational information in the newspaper 
regarding available well testing services and associated costs. 

 
ITEM 3. INDIVIDUALS/DELEGATIONS WISHING TO ADDRESS   
  COMMISSIONERS: 
 
  OLD BUSINESS 
ITEM 4. CONSIDER REQUEST FROM CHARLOTTE TATUM-  
  Upon a motion by Delilah Blanks, seconded by Larry Smith, the Board  
  approved to provide West Bladen High School Senior Charlotte Tatum  
  with a $500 sponsorship for the NC Family, Community, Career, Leaders  
  of America State Officer Academy.  
 
  NEW BUSINESS 
ITEM 5. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT – 2008   
  SCATTERED SITE HOUSING PROGRAM 
  Upon a motion by Charles Ray Peterson, seconded by Larry Smith, the  
  Board approved the following items: 
 

A. Approve Grant Agreement and Funding Approval with NC 
Division of Community Assistance  

B. Approve LRCOG to Administer 2008 CDBG Scattered Site 
Housing Program 

C. Adopt Resolution Approving CDBG Policies and Guidelines 
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D. Approve Recipient’s Plan to Further Fair Housing 
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ITEM 6. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES:  (Mitchell Byrd, Director) 

• Consider Approving Architectural Services Agreement – 
Upon a motion by Charles Ray Peterson, seconded by Larry 
Smith, the Board approved the following Architectural 
Services Agreement: 
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ITEM 7. REVENUE DEPARTMENT:  
   (Livingston Lewis, Interim Tax Administrator) 

• Discuss Tax Collection Procedures – Interim Tax 
Administrator Livingston Lewis provided the Board with a 
brief explanation of tax collection procedures.  Mr. Lewis 
explained that taxes are delinquent on January 6, 2009 and a 
2nd notice will be sent to tax payers by January 20, 2009 
requesting payment in 30 days or payment arrangements. 
Furthermore, he explained that in March all unpaid taxes will 
be advertised in the Bladen Journal.  Collection procedures 
such as garnishment, bank attachment and foreclosure may 
begin in April, 2009 according to General Statues 105-366 and 
105-368. 

 
ITEM 8. ADVISORY BOARDS: 

A. Bladen County Library Board (1) – A motion was made by W.D. 
Neill, Jr., seconded by Margaret Lewis-Moore and approved to re-
appoint Louella Rogers Street with an expiration date of December 31, 
2011. 

B. Elizabethtown Fire District Committee (1)- A motion was made by 
Larry Smith, seconded by Lewis Tatum and approved to appoint 
Layton Ross to fill the unexpired term of PM Gooden. 

C. EMS Advisory Council (14) – A motion was made by Delilah 
Blanks, seconded by Lewis Tatum and approved to reappoint Dr. 
Nederostek, Sheriff Steve Bunn, Greg Martin, Donald Bryan, Steven 
Hester, Byron Graham, Amos Bedsole, Charles Ray Peterson, Lillian 
Graham, Mitchelll Byrd, Pat Webb and Randolph Jones with 
expiration dates of October 31, 2011.  The hospital emergency room 
nurse and doctor were tabled. 

D. Keep Bladen Beautiful (1) – Tabled 
 
 



 
January 5, 2009 
 
ITEM 9. COUNTY MANAGER:  (Greg Martin) 

A. Calendar Update – Mr. Martin reviewed the calendar for upcoming 
events. 

B. Consider Closed Session in Accordance with N.C.G.S. 143-318.11 
(a)(6) Personnel Matter – A motion was made by Charles Ray 
Peterson, seconded by Larry Smith and approved to enter Closed 
Session. 

 
Upon a motion by Larry Smith, seconded by Delilah Blanks, the Board exited closed 
session and re-entered regular session. 
 
A motion was made by Charles Ray Peterson, seconded by Larry Smith and approved to 
schedule a Special Meeting for Monday, January 12, 2009 at 6:30 pm.  The purpose of 
the meeting is to enter Closed Session regarding a personnel matter in accordance with 
N.C.G.S. 143-318.11 (a)(6). 
 
A motion was made by Lewis Tatum, seconded by W.D. Neill, Jr. and approved to 
adjourn at 7:30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Billy Ray Pait, Chairman 
      Bladen County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________ 
Ashley C. Sasser, Clerk 
 
 
  
 
 


