
March 2, 2009 
 
A regular meeting of the Bladen County Board of Commissioners was held on March 2, 
2009 at 6:30 pm in the Commissioners Meeting Room of the Courthouse with the 
following members present: 
 
Billy Ray Pait, Chairman 
Delilah Blanks, Vice Chairperson 
Lewis Tatum 
W.D. Neill, Jr. 
Larry Smith 
Margaret Lewis-Moore 
Charles Ray Peterson 
Daniel R. Dowless 
David R. Dowless 
 
Attorney:  Allen Johnson, Johnson Law Firm 
 
Chairman Pait called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Moore provided the 
Invocation and County Manager Greg Martin led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Chairman Pait requested that a Budget Amendment for the Sheriff’s Department be 
added to Item 1C and that Item 3 be deleted. 
 
Upon a motion by W.D. Neill, Jr., seconded by Delilah Blanks, the Board approved the 
following consent items: 
 

A. Approve Minutes 
 February 2, 2009 (Regular Session) 
 January 29, 2009 (Special Session) 
B. Approve Agenda 
C. Approve Budget Amendments for January, Docket #____ 

 
 Increase Decrease 
JCPC 
Exp:  106805.320 
JCPC-Task Force 
Certification 
Rev:  103230.023 
JCPC-Task Force 
Certification 
 

 
$2,554.00 

 
 

$2,554.00 

 

Administration/Education 
Exp:  106910.951  
Schools/Capital Outlay 
Rev:  103190.050 
FBA 
 

 
$99,381.21 

 
$99,381.21 

 

Sheriff 
Exp:  105100.571 
Tax Control Subs 
Rev:  103130.013 
State Subs Excess Tax 

 
$7,200.00 

 
$7,200.00 

 

 
Larry Smith Arrived. 
 

D. Approve County Attorney Invoices - none 
E. Approve 2008-2009 Leinwand Park Baseball Field Agreement 
F. Approve Resolution – Bladen County Delegation of Authority for Surplus 

Equipment and Authorization to Advertise Electronically 
 
 



March 2, 2009 

 
 
ITEM 2. MATTERS OF INTEREST TO COMMISSIONERS: 

• Clerk of Court Niki Dennis Administered the following Oath of 
Office for Bladen County Tax Assessor/Tax Collector to 
Christopher K. Ellis: 

 

 
 

• Commissioner Peterson asked the Board to consider providing 
funding for the Bladenboro Junior Beta Club to attend the National 
Beta Club Convention.  This matter will be considered during the 
March 16, 2009 Board meeting. 

 
• Commissioner Neill requested that County Manager Greg Martin 

form a Resolution in recognition of Representative Edd Nye.  
County Manager Greg Martin advised that he thought a similar 
resolution had been adopted, but he would check the records. 

 



March 2, 2009 
• Chairman Pait commended County Manager Greg Martin and 

Finance Director Lisa Coleman for the recent Standard & Poor’s 
bond rating upgrade. 

 
ITEM 3. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

• Kim Pevia, Southeast Entrepreneurial Alliance Coordinator - 
DELETED 

 
ITEM 4. Bladen Area Rural Transportation:  (Kent Porter, Supervisor) 

A. Public Hearing Regarding 2010 Community Transportation Program – 
Chairman Pait declared the public hearing open.  There were no public 
comments and Chairman Pait declared the public hearing closed. 

B. Consider Approving 2010 Community Transportation Program 
Resolution – Upon a motion by Larry Smith, seconded by Charles Ray 
Peterson, the Board approved the following resolutions: 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



March 2, 2009 
 
ITEM 5. Cape Fear Regional Community Development Corporation: 
  (Steve Turner, Executive Director) 

• Update Regarding Single Family Rehabilitation Program – 
Executive Director Steve Turner with Cape Fear Regional 
Community Development Corporation provided information 
regarding the Single Family Rehabilitation Program. 

 
ITEM 6. Water District:   
  (Randy Garner, Director and Adam Kiker, Hobbs, Upchurch and  
  Associates) 

A. Enter Session as Water District Board of Directors – A motion was 
made by W.D. Neill, Jr., seconded by Margaret Lewis-Moore and 
approved to enter session as Water District Board of Directors. 

B. Update Regarding Proposed Phase III-B North Project – Adma Kiker 
provided an update regarding the proposed Phase III-B North Project.  
The Board agreed for Mr. Kiker to further refine the proposed project. 

C. Exit Session as Water District Board of Directors – Upon a motion by 
W.D. Neill, Jr., seconded by Daniel Dowless, the Board exited session 
as Water District Board of Directors. 

 
 
ITEM 7. County Manager:  (Greg Martin) 

A. Calendar Update – Mr. Martin briefly reviewed the calendar of 
upcoming events. 

B. Consider Entering Closed Session in Accordance with N.C.G.S. 143-
318.11 (a)(6) Personnel – Upon a motion by Charles Ray Peterson, 
seconded by Larry Smith, the Board entered Closed Session. 

 
A motion was made by Daniel Dowless, seconded by W.D. Neill, Jr. and approved to exit 
Closed Session and re-enter Regular Session. 
 
Upon a motion by Charles Ray Peterson, seconded by W.D. Neill, Jr., the Board 
requested that Tax Assessor/Collector Chris Ellis and County Manager Greg Martin 
provide a recommendation to the Board regarding the transition of Addressing Specialist 
position to Tax Appraiser position. 
 
Upon a motion by Lewis Tatum, seconded by W.D. Neill, Jr., the Board adjourned at 
7:40 pm. 
 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
      Billy Ray Pait, Chairman 
      Bladen County Board of Commissioners 
   
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ashley C. Sasser, Clerk 
 
 
 


